SIERRA CLUB
SONOMA COUNTY SROUF

OCTOBER 25, 1988

The Wilderness Socciety
Ve 15En St. NW
Washington, D.C. 200035

Attns Bill Raffault
Dear M-, Raftault,

As you probably know, Congreassman Bosco has appointed a
Laguna de Santa Rosa dction Committee to recaommand what
should be included in a draft of legislation to be intro~
duced in the next session of Congress to establish a Laguna
National Wildlife Retugs.

This watershed for much of the Santa Rosa plains aresa and
Bussian River overfliow-flood hasin is the second largest
fresh water marsh in Morthern Zalifornia. it covers approxi-

mately 7,000 acres, and provides wildlifes habitat, open
space2, a community separator, flood storage, and a biological
laboratory adjacent to two large communitiss. Tha Refuge
proposed would probably be less than 5,000 anres. Sinc2 a
substantial amount of land in the Laguna is alrsady owned by
the State of Californiz, the County of Sonoma, and the City
af Santa Rosa, some of their lands may be inciuded in the
Refuge also.

Twelve or morz land use agencies at the Faderal, State,
County and local leval have an interest or responsibility in
the Laguna. This leads to overlap and confusion in its man-
agement. The mast feasible management approach appears to be
cctabiishment of a National Wildlite Refuge, combining lands
acquired in fee by the U.S. Fizh and Wildlife Servize and ths
California Department of Fish and Bame. A& cooperative man-—
agement arrangement between the two agencies is proposs=d,
with California Fish and Same providing day-by~-day managament
activities. This is deemed important, as the U.8. Fish and
Wildlife Ssrvice has no persennel based closer than the Zast
fay area, over 80 miles away.

We understand that at this time the Wildlife Service is oh--

jecting to proceeding with this type of cooperabtive manesge—

ment on a National Wildlife Refuge, however there is a pra-
cedent, We understand, for this tvpe af management on other

National MWildlife Refuges. '

Without a cooperative management program, auch as the above,
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a National Wildlife Refuge may be of va2ry limitad or insuf-
ficient size in ths Laguna. Without 2 cooparative anreemenf

development prassures may forestall acguiring this
for pubilic and wildlifs use.
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We wragz ths Wilderness Society to ftake up this

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at tha higha i
tive leavel. Our Club uvurges the adoption of this &
managanent concept for the proposed Laguna Nationa: Wildlife

Sinceraly,

Leonard Swenson, LChair
Congervation Committee

e Congressman Doug Bosco
fssemblyman Dan Hauser
Superviszor Ernie Carpentsesr



