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There is a place in our hearts, a place so rich and complex that its
fullness eludes us. What is it that inspires us so?

Is it the ecology? —the oak savannah that supports its own
special community of species; the seasonal wetlands and vernal
pools with their springtime floral displays; the perennial wetlands
with their returning populations of migratory birds; the riparian
forests with their impenetrable areas of sanctuary and refuge; the
soils that are rich and ready for the plow.

Or is it perhaps the seasonal and diurnal rhythms that hold
this place in sway? Is it the predictable progression of coastal fog
lifting and opening to the warmth of the afternoon’s solar rays? Or
is it the gentle seasons providing an extended growing period for
both the natural landscape and our cultivated crops? Yes, these too
contribute to the fullness of this place.

Maybe, maybe it is not the natural elements by themselves,
because after all other places have this same signature. Maybe what
makes this place special is our community: our community of
farmers and ranchers who cultivate this rich land and fill our din-
ner tables with its produce, our community of activists who stir
our complacency, our community of citizens and leaders who care
enough to envision something better, our community of neighbors
who greet each other with extended hands and open hearts.

This special place, that we call the Laguna de Santa Rosa, is a
gift that we have received from those who came before. It is a gift
that continues to give—it is rich in history, rich in resources, rich
in community. It is this richness that continues to supply us with
the bounty of our tables, this richness that infuses our hopes for
the future, this richness that we have been given the opportunity
to steward.

It is our honor to contribute towards the stewardship of this
special place.
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